
“DREAMS FOR THE HACKENSACK RIVER VALLEY” 

Here are questions that can serve as focus points to stimulate your thoughts about the future of the 

Hackensack River Valley. Your challenge is to write an essay about one of the five topics listed below.  

Use the following format: 

 Paragraph 1: General statement of your argument 

 Paragraphs 2 – 5 (or more):  Supporting point and evidence 

 Paragraph 6: Summary of your argument 

 Resources used 

 

(1) Given the progress that has been made in the past decades in cleaning the Hackensack River, 

what are three action items that should be undertaken to sustain these trends in environmental 

quality? 

 

(2) What are three scientific investigations, historical studies, or socioeconomic problems about the 

Hackensack River would you like to have answered? Why are these worthy of study? 

 

(3) The US Environmental Protection Agency recently announced plans to study pollutants in the 

sediments of the Hackensack River (http://www.northjersey.com/news/environment/epa-to-

study-the-hackensack-1.1616082). What are some actions that you would hope to see taken 

when the results are published? Explain your reasons.  

 

(4) The Hackensack River is no longer a vital transportation link, but it can serve as an important 

recreational center for a densely populated region. What are three things you would like to see 

available to achieve such a goal? How much of this is already underway?  Support your answers.  

 

(5) If you had a “time machine” that could take you back to any point in the Past, what are three 

events in the history of the Hackensack River Valley that you would visit? Give reasons for your 

choices, and tell what you would bring back from that “chronological cruise.” 

For your research, you can utilize resources provided on the Earth2Class website for this project: 

http://earth2class.org/site/?page_id=9247  

 

[If you wish, send your essay to michael@earth2class.org for posting as part of these web pages.] 

 

 

http://www.northjersey.com/news/environment/epa-to-study-the-hackensack-1.1616082
http://www.northjersey.com/news/environment/epa-to-study-the-hackensack-1.1616082
http://earth2class.org/site/?page_id=9247
mailto:michael@earth2class.org

