
‘Secaucus = Pig Farms’ 

By the late 19
th

-early 20
th

 Century, the City of New York was a mixture of residential and 

industrial areas. Waste disposal—solid and liquid—was almost non-existent. It was not unusual 

for household garbage, remains from slaughterhouses, markets, restaurants, industrial wastes, 

and sewage to be thrown directly into the streets and back alleys, or neighborhood dumps. There 

were no refrigerators, so most animals had to be raised and butchered locally.  

As New York’s population increased rapidly with the arrival of millions of immigrants, so did 

the demand for services. From luxurious hotel establishments like the Astor and Plaza to 

tenements and flophouses, demands rose for fresh meat and a better way to dispose of the wastes. 

Because New York was now a major railroad hub as well as a busy port with rapidly expanding 

road access, it was possible to move many of the more odorous operations out of the City. 

Secaucus in the Hackensack Meadowlands provided an ideal location.  

Secaucus was close enough so trucks, trains, and boats could quickly transport butchered hogs to 

Restaurant Row, Chinatown, and elsewhere in the East, including nearby Newark and Jersey 

City, also experiencing rapid growths. In the opposite direction came the food wastes and other 

garbage that was a good source of pig feed. Another reason pig farmers relocated to the 

Meadowlands/Secaucus area was that the area was underdeveloped after several failed land 

reclamation attempts. It did not seem to be useful for anything else. 

There were many pig farms located in the Secaucus area in the 1920 through 1960. Secaucus 

become known as “Pig Capital” of New Jersey. There were more pigs than humans in Secaucus 

during heyday of pig farming. Estimates of the pig:human ratio ranged from 10:1 to 14:1, with as 

many as 70,000 pigs in Secaucus at times. The farms provided jobs for local residents, and at a 

time when child labor laws did not exist, many children were employed.  

 



 

Source: http://meadowblog.net/2014/06/archival-pig-photos-from-secaucus/img208-2/  

For decades, travelers by rail or road knew they were near Secaucus by the distinctive, 

unpleasant odors. In addition to the pig farms, the Hackensack marshlands were where hundreds 

of open garbage dumps operated. These were unregulated during the time when ‘dump and push’ 

mentality prevailed.   

From Pig Farms to Condos  

The post-World War II economic boom brought many people to New Jersey. 1951 saw the 

beginning of construction of the New Jersey Turnpike. Refrigerated trucks and railcars also made 

it possible to bring food rapidly from greater distances, even halfway across the country. Another 

factor was a bacterial epidemic that killed many of the pigs and created fears that it might spread 

to people. 

By the late 1960s, the Environmental Movement combined with new political and economic 

demands to enact legislation that created the Hackensack Meadowland District. Garbage 

dumping and landfill operations were closed or improved, transitioning to parkland, shopping 

centers, condominiums and other housing. The opening of Giant Stadium and the Meadowland 

Sports Complex was the last straw in closing of the pig farms. 

Today, the Secaucus pig farms are history, mere memories of people who worked, grew up or 

traveled past the area.  
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